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Dear Reader,

As I reflect on the past four years of my journey through computer engineering at 
the University of Michigan Dearborn, I am filled with gratitude for the countless 
partnerships that have shaped my academic and personal growth. Each collabora-
tion, whether with fellow students, faculty members, or community organizations, 
has been instrumental in shaping my understanding of my field and enhancing my 
collegiate experience.

To be candid, Disney’s movie series Tinkerbell is what first drew me to engineer-
ing. The movie depicts a female protagonist Tinkerbell evolving her fairy talent 
from simply making and fixing things to innovating machines that quicken their 
fairy processes all while navigating the challenges of being a female tinker fairy 
and growing from her mistakes. This movie was instrumental in opening up the 
engineering world to the ten year old version of myself. However, as I progressed 
through my studies in computer engineering, I soon realized that engineering is not 
solely about coding and computers; it’s about forging meaningful partnerships and 
collaborations. Initially, I was focused on mastering technical skills, but through my 
involvement with the Zine, I began to recognize the importance of interdisciplinary 
connections and the power of collective creativity. The Zine provided me with a 
platform to explore topics beyond the confines of my major, fostering a broader 
understanding of the role that engineering plays in society, and most importantly, 
stay creative. It challenged me to think critically about the intersections between 
technology, culture, and social justice, ultimately shaping me into a more empathetic 
and socially conscious engineer. Through the lens of the Zine, I learned that true 
innovation arises not just from technical prowess, but from the ability to collaborate 
effectively with diverse perspectives and experiences. In this way, the zine has 
been instrumental in broadening my perspective and helping me grow into a better 
person, both professionally and personally.
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Throughout my time as a student, the concept of partnership has been central to my 
academic pursuits. From collaborative projects with classmates to research endeavors 
alongside esteemed professors, I have witnessed firsthand the transformative power 
of teamwork and shared knowledge. These partnerships have not only enriched my 
education but have also instilled in me a deep appreciation for the value of interdisci-
plinary collaboration in solving complex technological challenges.

Serving as the co-editor has been an immensely rewarding experience, providing me 
with a platform to amplify the voices of students and faculty alike. Through the Zine, 
I have had the privilege of spotlighting the innovative partnerships that exist within 
our academic community, showcasing the remarkable achievements that arise when 
students and faculty come together in pursuit of common goals. As you explore more 
stories in this volume, I hope this Zine helps you explore wider subjects and maintain 
your creativity.

As I prepare to embark on the next chapter of my journey beyond academia, I am 
profoundly grateful for the lessons learned and connections forged during my time 
at UofM Dearborn. The partnerships cultivated within the engineering department 
and through initiatives like our Zine have not only shaped my academic trajectory 
but have also fostered a sense of belonging and friendship that will endure long after 
graduation. Thank you to everyone at the Zine for welcoming me in and providing a 
space to explore my creativity.

In the pages that follow, I invite you to join me in celebrating the power of partner-
ships and the profound impact they have had on my collegiate experience. May these 
stories serve as a testament to the incredible things that can be achieved when we 
come together in collaboration and mutual respect.

With heartfelt appreciation,
Harleen Gill
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Maya-Rose Trajano
Community, 2024
ART 330 - 001
Intro to Graphic Design
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Jaylyn Jones
2024
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When Should You Contact Your Professor?
A Quiz by Isaac Coenca

Are you fast 
approaching 
a deadline 
you're worried 
about?

yes

no

Do you 
care about 
your 
grade?

yes

no

I would deffinetly reach out, 
most professors are extremely 
understanding and accomo-
dating once they are brought 
up to speed with your needs. 
Don't stress, reach out!

Good for you! Maybe check 
if you have anything coming 
up throughout the semester 
that could affect your atten-
dance or submissions and 
pre-reach out! 



The Writing Center Newsletter’s Collaborative Journey

By Vaishali Prayag

contact:vprayag@umich.edu

In the heart of our campus, a dynamic partnership has been 
brewing between students and faculty, and it's all centered 
around the Writing Center Newsletter.

It started with a simple idea from one of our graduating stu-
dents, in the form of an internship opportunity at the Writing 
Center, to now, a very good prospective future in journalism. 
As we embarked on this journey, we rediscovered a passion 
for storytelling and journalism. That's where Director John 
stepped in. Recognizing what could be, John was open to 
the idea of a collaboration to further improve the Writing 
Center Newsletter.

Last month, we dipped our toes into the world of newsletter 
creation with a simple email. We shared updates on Writing 
Center events and sprinkled in some campus news. It was a 
start, but we knew we could do more.

So, fueled by our shared passion and a desire to connect our 
campus community, we set out to do something bigger. This 
month, we're thrilled to present our revamped newsletter in 
the form of a colorful booklet. But this isn't just any booklet – 
it's a testament to the power of our collaboration. 

Together, we scoured the campus for stories and events to 
include. From Writing Center workshops to CASL events, 
we've compiled a comprehensive guide to all the exciting 
happenings on campus. Below is a little sneak of what is to 
come:
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But beyond the content, this newsletter represents some-
thing deeper – it's a symbol of the unity and camaraderie 
between the Writing center Staff and Campus. Our com-
bined efforts have not only produced a beautiful publica-
tion but we also hope to have fostered a sense of belong-
ing and community on campus.

So, as you flip through the pages of the Writing Center 
Newsletter, remember that it's more than just words on pa-
per. It's a celebration of creativity, and the incredible things 
that happen when people come together with a shared 
vision. Join us on this journey as we continue to break 
boundaries and make our mark on campus, one story at a 
time.

As we look back on our journey, we are filled with pride for 
what we have accomplished together. Yet, this is just the 
beginning. 
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A Zine About Students as Partners 
Acknowledgements for Volume Five * Spring, 2024

Student-staff-faculty partnerships are a wonderful, but fleeting thing. 
Or maybe they are wonderful because they are fleeting. On campuses 
where every minute, every note, every essay, test, project, and discus-
sion are translated in terms of dollars and cents, the fleeting partner-
ships that can’t be quantified are the things we try to capture in the 
pages of this zine. 

And for me, teaching is a weird profession because the most success-
ful partnerships are the ones that end. Students graduate. They move 
on into other worlds. And this is the case with our Student Co-Editor-
in-Chief, Harleen Gill. She graduates this term from the College of 
Engineering and Computer Science. And, while we say enthusiastical-
ly, “Congratulations!” We also want to say, “Don’t go!!!” 

Harleen’s impact on the zine was visible from her first term in Janu-
ary 2023. She emphasized the invaluable experiences of women in 
engineering, both in the pages of Volume 4 and in her promotion of the 
zine across campus. She also put the Society for Women Engineers 
to the forefront of our attention this past year. So, while Harleen will be 
moving onto other things, our attention to women in engineering won’t 
go away with her. Her legacy remains in her efforts and her impact in 
her own field and in many others.

In addition to Harleen’s great work, this project was made possible by 
a grant from the Arts Initiative at the University of Michigan. The zine 
has also been supported by UM-Dearborn’s Hub for Teaching and 
Learning Resources, the Dean of Students, and the Department of 
Language, Culture and the Arts. 

Mike MacDonald, Faculty Co-Editor-in-Chief, 
Associate Professor of Composition & Rhetoric

Funding Sources
UM Arts Initiative: https://artsinitiative.umich.edu/
Hub for Teaching and Learning: https://umdearborn.edu/hub-teach-
ing-learning-resources
Office of the Dean of Students: https://umdearborn.edu/dean-students
LCA Deptartment: https://umdearborn.edu/casl/departments/language-
culture-and-arts




