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EDITORS’ NOTE

Being a first-generation student feels like juggling without ever 
having learned the act. No matter how hard you try to keep every-
thing in motion, there’s a constant fear of dropping the ball.

Being a first-generation student feels like speaking a language no 
one has taught you. Every conversation is a lesson, but misunder-
standing is a frequent companion.

Being a first-generation student feels like being the only one 
without an umbrella in a rainstorm. You’re constantly adapting to 
circumstances that others seem prepared for.

Being a first-generation student feels like trying to build a bridge 
without blueprints. Every step is foreign, yet you know reaching 
the other side is essential.

Being a first-generation student is a journey of growth. With every 
hurdle passed, you pave the way for others to follow, proving to 
yourself that you are capable of great things. 

The first-gen journey is not just about personal growth but about 
opening doors for those who will walk this path after you. This 
special edition of the Wolverzine showcases the struggles and 
accomplishments of not only the first generation students here 
on UM-Dearborn’s campus but also the first-gen faculty and staff. 
These stories reflect the courage and determination that each first-
gen embodies. 

This project has been in the works for over a year, and I could not 
be more proud and excited to share it with you all. This project 
would not have been  possible without the amazing student and 
faculty Zboard members, as well as all of the student, faculty, and 
staff members who submitted pieces. Thank you for supporting 
First Generation Students on our campus, and I hope you enjoy 
Tales of Tenacity: from First Gen Wolverzines.

Anna Lariviere 
First Generation Student Organization President 
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This project was made possible by a grant from the Arts Initiative at the University of 
Michigan. This project has also been supported by UM-Dearborn’s Hub for Teach-
ing and Learning Resources, the Dean of Students, and the Department of Language, 
Culture and the Arts.
Funding Sources
UM Arts Initiative: https://artsinitiative.umich.edu/
Hub for Teaching and Learning: https://umdearborn.edu/hub-teaching-learning-re-
sources
Office of the Dean of Students: https://umdearborn.edu/dean-students
LCA Deptartment: https://umdearborn.edu/casl/departments/language-culture-
and-arts

A Zine About Students as Partners
Acknowlegements for First Gen Special Issue

“First generation college students” (or often “First Gen”) are typi-
cally defined as students whose parents did not complete a four-year 
degree, making them the first person in their family to experience 
college.  On the UM Dearborn campus, our student group, First 
Generation Student Organization (FGSO), expands this definition, 
and defines First Gen as those students who are the first in their 
family to pursue a four-year degree in the United States.
 
The organization First Gen Forward estimates that roughly 50% of 
First Gen students aren’t even aware that they are First Gen until 
they begin college, making it even more important that colleges 
and universities reach out and highlight the resources available and 
connect First Gens with one another.
 
Because university life is a new experience for families and students, 
there are expectations and uncertainties that sometimes require 
a bit of . . . well . . . extra tenacity.  We’re happy to bring some of 
these tales of tenacity to you – tales from fellow students, staff and 
faculty – all on our campus, all of whom are first generation stu-
dents and First Gen Wolverines!

Troy Murphy
Associate Professor of Communication
Faculty Co-Editor First-Gen Special Edition
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